


Ladybirds

At our Fly ceremony which was held in June with
the Brownies the girls received their Journey
badges and we had 4 girls Fly up to Brownies.

Active Body Badges were earned in the walk up Montpelier
Hill. The Teddy Bear picnic closed off the year nicely. We are
now taking names for our September intake. Ladybirds is for
girls in junior infants to first class. We meet in the War Mem-
orial Hall on Saturday mornings from 10.30am-11.30am.
Please call Sara 083-0132656 for more information or to reg-
ister your place. We are so proud of all our ladybirds.

Hilary Fitzpatrick

Ladybirys

Youth Group

The term came to a lively end with the group meeting on 14th
June in the Parish Centre for various games including Bingo
Loco! Thank you to Olga and Hilary and all who fetched up to
assist with facilitating this group since their Confirmation on
22nd March. We are looking forward to more fellowship in
September! Olga & Hilary are running a poll at the moment to
see which date suits best for restarting. Olga Powderly

Good News Club

this coming year in Good News Club starting
back on Tuesday the 15th Sept at 6.45pm -
7.45pm in the War Memorial Hall. Children
from 3rd class upwards are very welcome to join us for
bible time, games, activities and chat! Enrolment forms
available in church any Sunday or from the rector by tex-
ting 086 0390866 or email to
adriennegalligan@gmail.com. We look forward to catching
up with our clubbers and welcoming new members.
Corinna, Mike, Adrienne.

Beavers & Cubs

Beavers meet in the War Memorial Hall 6.00pm-7.15pm on
Wednesdays starting 16th September. For more informa-
tion contact Dermot at 31stbeavers@gmail.com.

Cubs also start back on the 16th Sept from 7.15pm -
8.30pm. For more information contact Niall at
31strathfarnhamcubs@gmail.com.

Brownies

Brownies meet in the War Memorial Hall and are due back
in action on Saturday 12th September at 10am until
11.30am. A parents’ registration meeting for 30 minutes
will be held on the Saturday sth September. Looking for-
ward to seeing everyone soon. Orla

Scouts Summer Camp 2026

This year, 32 Scouts and g leaders
camped in the beautiful mountains, just
30 minutes outside of Nice, France.

Despite some very hot weather, it didn’t
stop us from getting up to our usual fun
and after seven days of camping, we
began the barging portion of our trip.
Starting in Agde, we journeyed across the
Canal du Midi before entering the Etang de Thau and then
continuing through the Canal du Rhdne a Séte. Over five
days, we stopped along the way in Frontignan, Palavas-les-
Flots and Carnon. Our final city this year was Barcelona,
where we spent three days sightseeing and swimming.
Overall, we had an amazing two weeks.

With the conclusion of camp came the departure of our PL
rank, who will move on to Ventures, as well as our SL, Da-
ragh Sullivan, and ASL, Marcus Empey. We would like to
thank them for their continued commitment to Rathfarn-
ham Scouts over the past four years. Their roles will be
filled by Andrew Farrelly and Nick Wright, respectively.

I would also like to thank the parish for their continued
support of the troop and for helping to make it possible for
us to go on these amazing trips each year - we cannot wait
to start again in the War Memorial Hall for another year of
Scouts! For anyone interested in joining our troop, please
contact us by email at rathfarnhamscouts@gmail.com.
Yours in Scouting, Andrew Farrelly
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Toddlerzone

Great news! A brand new season of
Toddlerzone begins on Tuesday
September 15th .

We are an inclusive group for babies
and toddlers with their adults - mums, dads, grannies,
grandads, minders - which meets Tuesday mornings from
10am until 112.15am during term time in the Parish Centre.
Tea, coffee, bikkies and chat included!

Toddlerzone is a relaxed and safe environment where
children can explore and learn through child-led play activ-
ities including messy, sensory, loose parts, small world
and role play activities. We also have a story and singing to
finish our time together, so there is something for every-
one. While it is an opportunity for little ones and their
grown-ups to bond through play, it’s also an opportunity
for grown-ups to meet others from the parish and commu-
nity who are at similar ages and stages of family life.

Please feel free to join us with your little one on September
15th. If you could drop me a text to let us know you’re coming
so we have an idea of numbers, that would be a great help.
Important - without our wonderful volunteers we would be unable
to run our weekly Tuesday sessions. However we need to build
the team to ensure the viability of this very important parish and
community group. Volunteers help in a variety of ways, from set-
up and tidy-up, to engaging with children and their grown-ups
who often welcome a reassuring listening ear. You will never be
asked to lead anything you don’t feel comfortable doing.

So ifyou are free a couple of Tuesdays in a month, we would be
delighted to hear from you.

Linda (087 6383844) Lynn, Helen Julie and Susan

Rathfarnham Parish Badminton Club

Rathfarnham Parish Badminton Club have
exciting news: along with Ballinteer Community ¥
School on a Monday with 4 courts, and the War
Memorial hall for matches on a Thursday for the coming
season, we will also have the use of The High School on a
Wednesday with 3 courts available. More information on
the club is available on our website:
www.rathfarnhampbc.weebly.com.

Why not pop along and try us out: OPEN NIGHTS for
2026/27 season Mondays, Ballinteer Comm School on 31
Aug & 7 Sept 7.30-10pm; Wednesdays, The High School,
Rathgaron 2 & 9 Sept 7-9pm. €10 a night, Div 4-8, Over
18s. Email us on rathfarnhampbcsecretary@gmail.com to
attend. Lynn Frost

Wednesday Club

Our first meeting of this season will
be held on 30th September,
at 2.3o0pm, in our Parish Centre.

Our speaker will be our Rector,
Canon Adrienne Galligan, who will speak on
Bridging troubled waters. This will include insights gained
while wandering in Alsace vineyards and visiting the Euro-
pean Parliament this July. As usual, this will be followed by
the essential Tea, Homebakes and Chat! We are looking
forward to seeing all our usual attendees. Any Parishioner
or Friend, would be very welcome to join us.

David Whyte, 087 7826054

WEDNESDAY
CLUB

Safeguarding

In keeping with the new Child Safeguarding protocols the
revised Safeguarding Statement and Contact Information
Poster has been pinned to the notice boards in all the par-
ish premises. Thank you to the Diocesan Safeguarding
Officer, Clark, for his updates and advice. AG

Forest School

In RPNS from spring to summer term, 2nd Class got to take
part in a programme of Forest School with Ms Beardsley
who gained her Certificate in Forest School Leadership in
2024. We went out weekly to a local wooded area and took
part in nature connection activities using a Forest School
approach. Forest School is a methodology of teaching
which incorporates experiential and explorational learning
activities based on the seasons and the local natural en-
vironment. It is both child-led and play-based.

Just a few of the activities during the 6 week programme
included den-building, bug hunts, animal tracking, nature
based games, scavenger hunts, bird-watching, safe tradi-
tional tool use, survival skills and meditation. We covered
many subject areas such as science, maths, literacy,
Gaeilge, PE, art, STEM, SPHE, music, geography and much
more! Most importantly we had so much fun and felt a
genuine connection to both nature and our environment.

Suzanne Beardsley
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Pop-In
Pop-In starts back on Thursday September
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VIRGINIA EVANS

1oth in the Parish Centre, immediately after i '

the 10.30am service. Tea/coffee and biscuits S —
wants to drop in for a chat.

Mb Pop-In Book Club will return on Thursday Sep-

WP  tember1sth at 11am when we will be discussing
I.ll with the author.

Our book for October will be

Virginia Evan’s The Correspondent, the

Van Antwerp. She has a lifelong practice of

writing letters, including to family

members, work associates, and authors

Ann Patchett, as well as a series of unsent

letters written to an unknown recipient.

October Pop-In Book Club: Thursday 22nd

are available from 11 -12am for anyone who just
our Summer read Gill Perdue’s All Of Them Lied
story of retired lawyer and divorcee Sybil
such as Joan Didion, Larry McMurtry, and
at 1aam in the Parish Centre. OMacW
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