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Dear Pavishioners

A curiosity for tourists, a perch for hopeful
birds on the scrounge, a historian’s jigsaw
piece - this 1st century Roman altar,
unearthed by an earthquake in the 1970’s,
transports us to the realities of faith in
Jesus' day.

Offerings of olive oil & wine were made to the gods on |t
Today its neighbours are two towering Christian Churches.
Its position captures the divine movement in history when
Christianity offered life and relationship with the one true
God to all who would believe. How much of a struggle was it
for people to relinquish their gods? Significant no doubt.
That work of grace and witness, love and hope still goes on.
We are called to be a part of it. Thanks be to God.

Adrienne
Thankyou, Linda!

After many years both helping Lynn and then leading
Sunday Club herself, Linda has now decided it's time for
someone else to take the lead. We are hugely indebted to
Linda for the creative and enthusiastic way she and her
team have nurtured our younger parishioners in the Chris-
tian faith. As a token of appreciation there was a reception
for Linda after the 10.30am service on Pentecost Sunday.

Shirley, on behalf of parents, thanked Linda for all of her
hard work in creating a very engaging learning space for
the children. Presentations were made on behalf of the
Vestry and parents then it was time for juice and buns!

Presentation on behalf

Parish Diary for Summer

The 10.30am in-person Sunday service Y b
is also live-streamed and is available on 0“ |.|
the Parish YouTube channel after 24 hours at
www.youtube.com/channel/UCso-NPjtC4skX-mlKICJ-jA.

Each Thursday 10.30am Holy Communion 2 service
in the Millennium Side Chapel

Each Sunday 8am & 12 noon Holy Communion 1
10.30am Morning Prayer/Holy Communion

www.rathfarnhamparishcoi.org

Annual Easter Vestry

Annual Easter Vestry nominations and elections were held
on Sunday April 12th and the Select Vestry 2026-2027 is:

Rector’s Church Warden - Diwakar Punith
People’s Church Warden - Sharon Macnaughton,
Rector’s Glebe Warden - George James

People’s Glebe Warden - Alan McMillan.

At the first vestry meeting held after the AEV Jonathan Mills
and Andrew Kyle were elected Honorary Treasurer and
Honorary Secretary respectively.

Vestry Members include: Eamonn Cooke, Paula Donovan,

Joan Forsdyke, John Ellis, David Johnston, George Kenning-
ton, Ann Marie McCarthy, Philip Middleton, Gillian Perdue

and Ross Shorten.

Diocesan Synod Members elected are Leslie Deacon,
Andrew Kyle, David Johnston, Philip Middleton, David
Whyte and Paula Donovan.

Supplemental Synod Members are: Ann Marie McCarthy,
Ross Shorten, John Deacon, Gillian Perdue, Sharon Mac-
naughton and Valerie Mathers.

Parochial Nominators elected are George Kennington, Gil-
lian Perdue, Ross Shorten and David Whyte.

Supplemental Nominators are Andrew Kyle, George James,
David Johnston and Joan Carty.

We are very grateful to everyone who has volunteered to
serve as Trustees and Representatives of the parish and
we hope they receive much blessing and encouragement
in doing so.




Ladybirds

Another busy month for our Ladybirds who
earned 3 new badges that they are delighted to
show off on their sash.

The girls earned their Book Lovers Badge during which they
crafted ladybird book marks and shared their favourite
books during a very animated circle time. We had a special
visitor from rescue dog Honey which contributed to a fun
and interactive experience for the girls earning their Pet
Badge. We had a wonderful sunny morning in Glendoher
Park where we scooted and cycled wearing our helmets of
course practicing what we learnt when earning our road
safety badge.

We are now taking names for our September intake.
Ladybirds is for girls in junior infants to first class.

Please call Sara 083-013 2656 for more information or to
register your place. We are so proud of all our ladybirds.

From Rainbow (Hilary)

hay
Sunday Club N,
Re:Connect Collaborative Art Project “4 v %
Craft sticks mindfully and uniquely "‘y
decorated by children and youth groups in (r,,l \9"’
Rathfarnham Parish, ready to join those Oay C

decorated by other parishes in the diocese. All sticks will
be made into a piece of artwork so watch this space - all
will be revealed later!

Youth Group

Olga and Hilary continue to organise ‘get togethers’ for the
post-Confirmation group which are very popular with the
young people. Dates for June are 14th in the evening and
28th after the 12-noon Holy Communion service. More details
on the WhatsApp group link closer to the event.

Wednesday Club

Our last meeting for this season
was on 27th May with an outing to
Hillsborough Castle and Gardens,
County Down.

We are now finished for the Summer but we
look forward to seeing you again in our Parish Centre on
the last Wednesday of September.

Enjoy the Summer! David Whyte, 087 7826054

WEDNESDAY
CLus
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Pop-In
Pop-In will be back in September on Thursday
mornings in the Parish Centre, immediately
after the 10.30am service. Tea/coffee and ~—
biscuits are available from 11 -12am for anyone who just
wants to drop in for a chat.
On Thursday May 21st when we hosted local
writer Gill Perdue who read from her forth-
B oming book Al Of Them Lied (to be pub-
' lished in June and our recommended Summer
S— read for September’s Pop-In Book Club).
Thea wakes from a coma, having forgotten
much of the recent past.
As well as learning to walk
again, she studies the list of ‘facts’ she
keeps on her phone, hoping something
will unlock her memory. Her top three facts
are: I was in Italy, | was with the people |
love the most, | fell down a ravine and I’'m
lucky to be alive.
But as Thea gets hazy glimpses of the lead-
up to her fall, the facts stop adding up.
Trapped at home in the middle of the Irish
countryside, dependent on those who were on holiday with
her - her fiancé, her brother, her sister-in-law and her best
friend - terrifying questions surface: Was | pushed? Why are
they lying? Who can I trust?
September Pop-In Book Club: Thursday 17th at 11am in the
Parish Centre. OMacW
Rathfarnham Parish Badminton Club
The 84th AGM of Rathfarnham Parish
Badminton Club was held on Monday 11th May
at 9.00 p.m. in Ballinteer Community School.
The meeting began with the Club Secretary Mary Byrne
honouring the contribution of Carolyn Gordon to the Club
over many years. Fittingly, a moment's silence was held
following the words of appreciation.
Reports were then received from the Club Secretary, Club
Treasurer John Perham and the Match Secretary David
England. A new committee was appointed and a dis-
cussion followed regarding the amendment to rule no.4,
subscription for 2026-27, coaching, summer events and
shuttlecocks! The meeting concluded with prizegiving.
Congratulations to all!
Ladies Doubles: Runners up: Noreen Fitzsimons & Linda
0O’Connor, Winners: Dev & Katie Costello.
Men's Doubles: Runners Up: Chris Steele & Tomas Ludik
Winners: David England & Alan Dignam.
Competitors in the upcoming Mixed Doubles final are:
Tomas & Ebie v Saad & Sinead.
Most-Improved Player of the Year (nominated by the com-
mittee): Anna Nesterova.

Club Person of the Year (nominated by club members): Dev

The Club starts back after the summer break on
24th August in Ballinteer Community School.

e
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Jéle 2026 Report

The Rathfarnham Parish Fete was held at The High School
on 16th May and was a great event. We were very lucky with
the weather, having had rain showers before and after-
wards. Our sincere thanks to The Erasmus Trust for allowing
the use of The High School premises and grounds yet again.

The day has raised almost €22,000 of funds so far towards
the upkeep of our ageing buildings and towards the running
costs of the parish. More money will be due from Herman’s
Auctioneers who sell many of our donated antiques and cu-
rios, designated for auction by Jason. This year again there
was no rented equipment at the Féte as the Parish has in-
vested in recent years in tables, gazebos, marquees, pop-
corn and candy floss machines, and a BBQ.

The Féte collection in aid of Focus Ireland raised over €1168
in cash as well as some donations via the QR code on the
buckets. We thank Ingrid and Eve from Focus Ireland who ar-
ranged for collection buckets and signage to be delivered to
us to help promote this amazing charity.

The Féte Café, which is at the very heart of the event, was
packed for over 3 hours providing sandwiches and cakes,
teas, and coffees for hundreds of people during the day.

A huge thanks to all those who made enormous efforts by
growing, making, baking, collecting, putting up posters and
banners, arranging SumUp machines, counting money,
supervising the gate, sorting, and preparing, serving, tidying
up, taking down tents and putting it all away.

Thanks also to those who collected donations, baked cakes,
and gave goods to the sale, the café, country kitchen and
cake stalls. The list is extensive and includes parish
members, Scouts/Cubs/Beavers and the many local people
who help and support us, and Zion Parish who lent us
tables, allowed both parking on the day and for our banner
to be erected on their church wall.

There are many hidden helpers and contributors without
whom the event would not be the success that it is. Special
thanks go to our brilliant stall holders, the staff of RPNS
who kept us all fed, Rathfarnham Concert Band Society who
kept us all entertained with their live music, and our behind
the scenes team of Kim and Joan who designed, printed and
cut our tickets, Ross, George (senior and junior!), John and
Christopher who helped with putting up our posters and
banners, Joan for her much-appreciated pre-Féte pizzas,
John Ellis and team who kept our car park running, and the
other members of the Féte committee who we are always in
awe of for putting on such a wonderful day.

Our thanks to all those who attended and it was wonderful
to see you all. Our thoughts are also with those who couldn’t
attend for one reason or another to enjoy the Féte celebra-
tion with us. We hope to see you next year. -Should you like
to help with next year’s Féte (our 34th), please reach out to a
member of the committee for more details.

The Féte Committee: Morgan Bardon (Chair), Canon
Adrienne, Rev Mike, Kim Bardon, Jonathan Mills, George
James, Gillian Perdue, Christopher Sykes, Joan Carty and
Ross Shorten. MB
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From the Registers

Baptism

We were delighted to welcome back to the parish Fiona
Croydon and members of the Croydon family for the baptism
of Fiona and Lawrence's eldest son James Andrew on 17th
May at the 12 noon service. James’ Godparents are David
Croydon and Valerie Roche. May James and all his siblings
Noah and Emily and all his family flourish richly in their
Christian faith.

Parish Library

The Parish Library has been moved to the
foyer of the Parish Centre. You will find a
wide variety of books for children and
adults, we hope that your Christian life
will be enriched by reading some of
these books.

CS Lewis is best known for his books on theology, but he
has also written a series of wonderfully imaginative
children’s stories, The Chronicles of Narnia. ‘Narnia the land
beyond the lamppost where wonderous things happen’.
Lewis commented that, he had ‘written the books | should
have liked to read’. There are seven books in the series and
they have enchanted both children and adults since their
first publication in 1956. A parishioner has kindly donated
the entire Chronicle in audio book form and four books from
the series.

Details regarding borrowing books are on the wall to the
right of the bookstand. JF

Rev. Mike Buchanan:

A Curate in Cairo

Mission in the land of Ramses Il
with CMS Ireland

Follow Reverend Mike on sabbatical
in Cairo, Egypt working at All Saints
Cathedral engaged in Interfaith
Dialogue. You can read his blog at:

https://acurateincairo.blogspot.com/

BarkVale FC
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ParkVale Academy is Back

Every Friday 5p.m. - 6p.m.

In Rockbrook Park School D16 P897

For Girls and Boys born 2019 and 2020

For more information
contact

Adam M: 086 241 4463
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GET YOUR KICKS!

Parish Féte Raffle Prizewinners

Lorna Campbell €400 Voucher W
Dick Powell €300 Voucher Dunnes Stores w
Tessa Power €250 Voucher Dundrum SC - '

Oliver Tobin Killruddery Gold Annual Membership (worth €120)
Kerrie Wynne €100 Bijou restaurant Rathgar Voucher

Ben Acres Necklace and Earrings (McCormack Jewellers)

Corinna O’Dwyer 2 tickets to any Abbey/Peacock Theatre production
Ruth Lees €30 Voucher Wilsons Butcher Rathfarnham SC

John Perham €30 Voucher Rowans Delicatessen Rathfarnham Village
Sarah Lees National Concert Hall tickets for two  m

Claire Missen Pair of Newgrange Candlesticks .#A‘q‘(
Seamus Donohoe  Haircut Voucher q?_l.
Sylvia Richardson  Frieda’s Flowers Blanket /

Parish Contacts

Rector: Canon Adrienne Galligan, 41 Rathfarnham Road, Terenure,

Dublin D6W XV62. Tel: 01 490 5543.
Email: adriennegalligan@gmail.com

086 039 0866

Curate Assistant: Revd Mike Buchanan.
Email: revmikebuchanan@gmail.com

085 262 0635

Choir Director & Organist Jacqueline Mullen, Paul Mullen

Email: music.rathfarnhamparish@gmail.com
Diocesan Readers Joan Forsdyke, Philip Middleton

Sunday Service
Streaming:

Gerry Wilson, Joan Carty, David Howe, Josh Farrell
Morgan Bardon

Parish Secretary Kim Bardon 01 490 4098
Monday - Friday mornings 9.30am-12.30pm

The Parish Centre, Church of Ireland Parish of
Rathfarnham, Main Street, Rathfarnham Village,
Dublin D14 TN93.

Email: rathfarnhamparish@gmail.com

Hon Secretary Andy Kyle 086 385 5279
Hon Treasurer Jonathan Mills 087 289 1483
Churchwardens (Rector’s) Diwakar Punith 089 974 3166

(People’s) Sharon Macnaughton 086 194 4156
Glebewardens (Rector’s) George James 087 988 8754

(People’s) Alan McMillan 087 260 1799
Stewardship Eamonn Cooke 087 709 3066
Toddlerzone Lynn Storey 087 695 7061
Sunday Club Linda O’Connor 087 638 3844
Good News Club Revd Mike Buchanan 085 262 0635
National School Principal Eoin Leonard 01 494 3470
Church Review Pam Shorten 01493 7179

News For You & Website Joan Carty rathfarnhamparish@gmail.com
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